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Chairôs Greeting 
 

Congratulations to Dr. Seth, who was ten-

ured and promoted to associate professor since the 

last newsletter.  He was also the recipient of an Arts 

and Sciences Teaching Grant made possible by the 

Arts and Sciences Collegiate Fund.  The department 

also congratulates Dr. Luo-

heng Han, former chair of 

the department, for his new 

position as Associate Dean 

in the College of Arts and 

Sciences.  Along with his 

responsibilities as Associate 

Dean, Dr. Han continues to 

teach and work with students 

in the department.  Given his 

new responsibilities, the de-

partment is appreciative of his time and effort. As a 

result of Dr. Hansô new position, I was appointed by 

the Dean as Interim Chair of the department, starting 

in January 2009.  I accept the position as a great chal-

lenge, and I appreciate the support of the faculty and 

staff. Drs. Joe Weber, Michael Steinberg, and Jason 

Senkbeil will serve as members of the Chair Search 

Committee along with two more members from out-

side the department selected by the Dean. 

The department was also notified that  the 

ñEight-Year Program Reviewò is due the next aca-

demic year (2009-2010).  Committee members for 

the review of geography are selected from a pool of 

eight nominees in which the Chair of the Department 

nominates two members.  Professors Ian W. Brown 

from Anthropology and Jim Hall from New College 

are the departmental nominees. To serve as external 

consultant for the review of geography, the depart-

ment nominated Professor Leo Zonn, Chair of the 

Department of Geography at University of Texas and 

Professor Stanley Brunn of the University of Ken-

tucky, both highly respected in the field of Geogra-

phy. 

The department is pleased to announce two 

new faculty appointments starting in the Fall Semes-

ter 2009.  Dr. Jason Senkbeil who is presently  a full 

time instructor and director of the undergraduate pro-

gram in the department was appointed to a tenure 

tract position as an Assistant Professor.  He received 

his Ph.D. from Kent State University in 2007 and 

will be teaching and doing research in physical geog-

raphy.  The department welcomes him in his new 

position. Mrs. Mary Pitts, full time instructor in the 

department, will direct the undergraduate program as 

Dr. Senkbeil devotes more of his time to research. 

We are also pleased to welcome Dr. Justin Hart, who 

received his M.S. degree in Geography from the Uni-

versity of Alabama and his Ph.D. from the University 

of Tennessee .  He is already in the process of estab-

lishing an outstanding research record in the field of 

biogeography and will be an important addition to 

the department, along with Dr. Senkbeil. 

Congratulation is extended to Megan L. 

Buchanan for being selected the outstanding under-

graduate  in Geography. And for the outstanding un-

dergraduate award in Environmental Science, we 

congratulate also Chase S. Fraley.   At the graduate 

level, we congratulate Rebecca A. Vaught as the re-

cipient of the chairpersonôs award, and Zachary E. 

Andersen for the outstanding graduate research 

award. Crystal J. Brown, who will be working to-

ward a Ph.D. in geography, received the outstanding 

graduate student award. 

For the spring semester 2009, the depart-

ment enrolled 23 graduate students in residence with 

more than half holding graduate teaching assistant-

ship.  One of the major goals of the department is to 

expose its students to research. The department ac-

knowledges the following students for their participa-

tion in the Undergraduate Research and Creative 

Activities Conference: Courtney Thompson, Hunter 

Rayfield, Andrew Magee, and James Luke Boutwell. 

Finally, the department faces many chal-

lenges, but with challenges come opportunities to 

improve the quality of existing programs and provide 

the ground work for future successes. With hard 

work and dedication to do what is best for the depart-

ment, the future is ours. 

 

Bobby M. Wilson, Interim Chair 

Department of Geography 
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Faculty and Staff  
 
Seth Appiah-Opoku 
 

    A number of significant mile-

stones were recorded in my career 

this past year.  I was promoted to 

associate professor with tenure last 

year.  I served on the Faculty Sen-

ate and represented the Senate on 

the University Awards Committee.  

I also served on our universityôs 

Research and Service Committee. 

I received a teaching grant from 

the Arts and Sciences Faculty and also served as a 

Teaching Fellow in Service Learning. 

 At the Geography Department I continued 

to enjoy teaching planning courses, geography of 

Africa, and a study abroad course in Ghana. In addi-

tion, I served on the Colloquium Committee and 

several comprehensive examination committees. 

One of my students successfully completed her the-

sis on manufactured homes in Tuscaloosa. This was 

successfully presented at the recent AAG Confer-

ence with my assistance. I am co-authoring a manu-

script on this topic to be submitted soon for publica-

tion. I submitted a manuscript to the Journal of Na-

ture and Society for review and publication. Also, I 

was invited to submit a manuscript on óurban and 

regional planningô for publication in the Encyclope-

dia of Geography. The manuscript is pending publi-

cation. 

 Outside the UA campus, I continued to 

serve on the editorial board of the Journal of Envi-

ronmental Impact Assessment and as advisor to the 

Tuscaloosa Sister Cities Commission. This summer, 

I will lead a team of three Tuscaloosa Sister Citiesô 

officials on a fact-finding trip to Ghana. 

 

 

David Brommer 

 

    Things on campus continue to pick up speed in 

my third year at UA. I have been active in continu-

ing to develop my research agenda, maintaining my 

work on precipitation characteristics and climate 

variability. In August 2008 I began a new line of 

research, working with Dr. Jason Senkbeil on the 

perceived threats related to land-falling hurricanes. 

We received a grant from the National Science 

Foundation to interview evacuees in the path of 

Hurricane Gustav to determine which meteorologi-

cal variables were most significant in their decision 

to leave. We have had great success with the data 

we collected and are currently waiting to hear about 

additional grants we have applied for to continue 

our research during the 2009 hurricane season. We 

hope to go wherever the hurricanes take us, within 

the United States, to continue our data collection 

and analysis. In May, 2008, I returned to Cuba for a 

second time with UA to continue working with fel-

low geographers from the Institute of Tropical Ge-

ography in Havana, Cuba. On this trip, Dr. Lisa 

Davis and I met with our cohorts to discuss various 

environmental and climatologi-

cal issues in Cuba. Our visit was 

very productive (including an 

article in the Southeastern Ge-

ographer with one of our Cuban 

colleagues) which could lead to 

sustained research activity with 

our peers on the island. In the 

fall, I began working with the 

Athletic Department to provide forecasts and infor-

mation on any weather issues that may arise during 

on-campus events. During football games, I was 

involved in monitoring the weather and informing 

the officials of any potential problems (all from the 

sideline)éitôs a tough job, but someone has to do it! 

In the classroom I am trying to employ new technol-

ogy for both myself and the students as often as pos-

sible. As class sizes increase, I am trying to connect 

with my students in as many ways as possible. As a 

result, students have the opportunity to watch and 

listen to recorded classes, participate in virtual ñfield 

tripsò, and use ñclickersò to engage in class through 

quizzes, activities, and exercises. Itôs challenging 

but well worth the effort, as students in large and 

small classes have enjoyed the unique opportunities 

for interaction. 

 

 

Lisa  Davis 

  

 2008 was a busy 

academic year filled with 

new projects, new stu-

dents, and new classes!  

Speaking of classes, I 

taught two new classes last 

year: a seminar in Fluvial 

Geomorphology  (Spring 

2008) and a special topics 

class on Research Princi-

ples for Physical Geogra-
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phy (Fall 2008), both of which were challenging, as 

well as rewarding experiences.  The Research Prin-

ciples in Physical Geography class involved a week-

end field trip and research practicum in Great 

Smoky Mountains National Park, which was en-

joyed by all (see section on Smokies Trip for photo).  

In addition, I taught Geomorphology in Spring 2008 

and Watershed Dynamics in Fall 2008. 

 I had two articles accepted for publication 

last year.  They will appear in print in 2009.  One is 

a single-authored article in the journal Physical Ge-
ography called, ñSediment entrainment potential in 

modified alluvial streams: implications for re-

mobilization of stored in-channel sediment,ò and the 

other, a co-authored article with David Brommer, in 

the Southeastern Geographer, titled, ñObservations 
of environmental change in Cuba,ò see section on 

UA Geographers in Cuba for information about our 

trip to Cuba.  I spent a great deal of time in Fall 

2008 collaborating with Dan Royall of UNC-

Greensboro on writing and preparing a National 

Science Foundation research proposal that was sub-

mitted early January 2009.  If successful, the grant 

will be used to begin new research investigating the 

impacts of drought on sediment storage in rivers in 

the Piedmont of the Southeastern United States, 

where drought has been particularly severe in the 

last decade.     

 In 2008, I presented research at the Annual 

Meeting of the Association of American Geogra-

phers in Boston, MA (April) and the Greater Atlanta 

Geomorphology and Hydrology Research Confer-

ence held at Georgia State University in Atlanta, GA 

(October).  I also presented and participated in a 

National Science Foundation, On the Cutting Edge 

Teaching Workshop called, ñTeaching Geomorphol-

ogy in the 21st Centuryò held at Colorado State Uni-

versity (July/August) in Ft. Collins, CO.  I attended 

the annual meeting of the Southeastern Division of 

the Association of American Geographers held in 

Greensboro, NC (November).  Since I am currently 

serving as Alabama State Representative in SE-

DAAG, I delivered a report on the State of Geogra-

phy in Alabama and attended the Steering Commit-

tee Meeting.  I also served on the Nominations 

Committee for SEDAAG last year. 

 Currently, I am working with three graduate 

students in the department as an advisor: Alexis 

McGraw, Dusty Kimbrow, and Adam Watkins.  

Alexis and Dusty have research interests in fluvial 

geomorphology and both are working to complete 

masters theses in this area.  Adam is developing his 

topic.  I spent a portion of the summer working with 

Alexis collecting field data for her thesis project in 

Bogue Chitto Creek in Dallas County Alabama, near 

Selma.  Her research looks at the role of fluvial 

processes in determining the distribution of a wide 

variety of mussel species in the river.  She presented 

preliminary results of her research at the Greater 

Atlanta Geomorphology and Hydrology Research 

Conference at Georgia State University.  Dusty also 

attended.  The completion of a full summer field 

season that included encounters with two snakes and 

an alligator mean that Alexisô research is very near 

completion!  Dusty is currently working on his the-

sis proposal but thinks it is very likely he will be 

working in Little River Canyon in northern Ala-

bama.  For my part, I am hoping there are no alliga-

tors there! 

 

 

Jeff Richetto 

   

    This academic year marks 

my twenty-ninth at the Cap-

stone.  I continue to focus my 

teaching and research interests 

in the areas of urban and eco-

nomic geography.  An invited 

manuscript is scheduled to 

appear in the forthcoming 

Encyclopedia of Geography 

(Sage Publications) and an 

article is in review with former graduate student,  

Lauren Hocutt ,entitled ñSafeguarding Revenue-

Generating Assets in Austere Economic Environ-

ments:  A Case Study of Dadeville, Alabamaò.  

Other ongoing research projects include:  ñTowards 

the Development of a Planning Recycling Method-

ology:  a Case Study of Tuscaloosa, Alabama with 

former graduate student Brendan Moore and 

ñDesigning Emergency Services Urban Corridors 

with graduate student Zachary Anderson.  I continue 

to teach in the Universityôs Freshman Seminar Pro-

gram (past 5 years) that introduces new students , on 

a more ópersonalô basis, to the University and are 

designed to help them acclimate to a post- high 

school learning and research environment.  Also, I 

continue to travel to the University of Nebraska dur-

ing the summer, along with many other college and 

high school instructors, to serve as an AP Reader 

and test developer for high school Human Geogra-

phy courses.  Finally, I currently serve on the edito-

rial board for the Southeastern Geographer and the 

post as Graduate Studies Director for the depart-

mentôs Masters of Science program. 
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Jason C. Senkbeil 

 

     
 2008 ï 2009 has been an exciting year for 

me.  I continued to serve as the Undergraduate Di-

rector for both Geography and Environmental Sci-

ence becoming a key facilitator in the rapid growth 

and popularity of both majors.  I also taught my 

standard load of 3 sections of GY 101 each semes-

ter.  After the Boston AAG in 

April, I taught GY 101 and 

GY 102 in summer and 

geared up for hurricane sea-

son.  I was part of a team of 

researchers that acquired a 

small NSF Grant for hurri-

cane evacuation research.  For 

several years I have been dis-

cussing alternative ways to 

measure and rate hurricane 

hazards from the human per-

spective.  Along with Dr. Brommer, we collected 

valuable human response data during the evacuation 

of Hurricane Gustav (see Gustav Road Trip) that 

finally validated many of my assumptions.  We cur-

rently have 2 manuscripts under review from Gus-

tav, and we hope to continue to use the information 

we gathered to assess future hurricane perception in 

other regions of the United States.  In addition to 

hurricane research I have many other ongoing pro-

jects, most notably southeastern drought and pre-

cipitation variability and the development of a clas-

sification scheme for winter storms in the southeast.  

I really enjoy living in Tuscaloosa and I am excited 

about joining the faculty as a permanent member in 

fall 2009.   

 

 

 

David Shankman 

 

    

 My primary research focus during the past 

years was on bottomland forest ecosystems and spe-

cies distributions in the southeastern Coastal Plain.  

This includes continuing projects on forest-

grassland transition in the mid-south, riparian forests 

in the Appalachian Plateau, and historical recon-

struction of floodplain forests in Mississippi. Three 

of our graduate students, Matthew Harper, Laura 

Wesley, and Michael Sandel, are working with me 

on these and related research projects.  Also, I con-

tinue my work on flood management in the Yangtze 

River valley in China.  This research deals with 

levee construction and 

flood prevention pro-

jects affecting flood 

risk on large tributar-

ies of the Yangtze 

River.  During the 

summer 2008 I spent 

several weeks in 

China working on this 

project and plan to 

return again this year.  This year I was a volunteer 

science teacher at Maxwell Elementary School, 

which I found to be, by far, the most challenging 

teaching assignment of my career.  

 

 

 

Michael Steinberg 

 

 

  This past year has been a very busy and 

productive one for me. I was happy that my book 

Stalking the Ghost Bird was published by LSU Press 

in March 2008. As a result, I have been asked to 

give a number of talks around the South on the ivory

-billed woodpecker, the 

subject of the book. I have 

discovered through these 

talks that, not surprisingly, 

birders are a very passion-

ate group of outdoors peo-

ple. I also served as guest 

editor (or cat herder) for a 

special issue of the Geo-

graphical Review that fo-

cused on birds and geogra-

phy. It will be published 

sometime next year. I have also been busy with my 

teaching duties which are split between geography 

and the New College. I have taught two new courses 

this past year, the Geography of National Parks, and 

the Arts and Science of Fly Fishing. Both courses 

have found a receptive audience with the growing 

numbers of students at UA who are interested in the 

outdoors and environmental conservation.  
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Joe Weber 

   During Fall 2008 I was on a 

very nice sabbatical break. I 

traveled out to the Southwest to 

investigate several old highways, 

including Route 66, in New 

Mexico, Arizona, and California. 

I also visited a number of na-

tional parks and took a close 

look at their road systems and 

how they have evolved over time 

because of changing management strategies and 

increasing visitation.  A highlight was visiting Bal-

anced Rock in Arches Na-

tional Park, where the envi-

ronmental author Ed Abbey 

once lived while working as 

a park ranger (which he 

wrote about in his book De-

sert Solitaire). He saw the 

transition from a wilderness 

park accessible only by 

rough dirt roads to a popular 

park with paved roads crowded by cars and tour 

buses. He did not think it an improvement and he 

feared for the future of national parks.  I also saw 

new transit systems being used in parks such as 

Bryce Canyon and Zion national parks to reduce 

congestion and pollution. I carried with me a stack 

of old postcards showing scenes in national parks 

and along highways, and spent some time tracking 

down locations to see if they can be used as data to 

show changing roadside landscapes. Iôm also work-

ing on developing some new research topics in ac-

cessibility and network analysis (though I think I 

said the same thing the last three years), and my 

time away from Tuscaloosa gave me a lot of new 

ideas to think about.  It has been fun to get back to 

the classroom and start applying these new ideas 

and thoughts, and Iôm eager to make use of all that 

Iôve learned.  (For pictures of Dr. Weber's travels 

turn to page 9.) 

 
 

Hobson Bryan 

 
    Friendships and support in the Department this 

past year are especially valued.   I am indeed fortu-

nate to be in a supportive and collegial atmosphere 

that not only facilitates my work life, but supports 

me in my personal life as well.  Thank you students 

and colleagues!   

 Early in my career I published a book, Con-

flict in the Great Outdoors: Toward Understanding 

and Managing for Diverse Sportsmen Preferences.  

The theories and concepts developed in this work 

became mainstream in the outdoor recreation and 

leisure literature.  Accordingly, I was urged to re-

publish the original work and to update the bibliog-

raphy on recreation specialization, its core theoreti-

cal content.  I have done so through The University 

of Alabama Press (2008, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 

35487-0380).  The monograph carries a new Fore-

word by David Scott, a professor in the Department 

of Recreation, Park, and Tourism Sciences at Texas 

A&M, as well as a Preface to the 2008 edition by 

the author.  A key contention is that recreation par-

ticipants can be arranged on a continuum of com-

mitment and skill from the ñcasualò to the 

ñcommitted,ò and that each level of specialization 

carries distinctive  preferences by participants and, 

in turn, different implications for management. 

 I was honored to speak at and participate in 

the 60th Anniversary Celebration of the New Zea-

land Fulbright Program 

in Auckland in Novem-

ber, having been a Sen-

ior Fulbright Fellow to 

Lincoln University and 

the New Zealand Com-

mission on the Environ-

ment a number of years 

ago.  I continue to teach 

ñEnvironment and Soci-

etyò every fall and 

ñSocial Impact Assessmentò and ñEnvironmental 

Decision Makingò in alternate spring semesters, as 

well as to write and consult in the areas of outdoor 

recreation and environmental policy.   

 
 

 

Amanda Espy-Brown 

 
 This year I continued teaching world re-

gional and physical geography classes and began my 

first year as supervisor to the physical geography 

(GY 101 and GY 102) graduate teaching assistants.  

Working with our outstanding graduate students has 

been a personal highlight for me.  We are averaging 

around 1200 introductory physical geography stu-

dents each semester so it is keeping our thirteen 

GTAs busy!   
 

 


